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a)

b)

Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

A General Biological Resources Assessment (BRA), dated October 26, 2020, was
prepared for the Proposed Project by RCA Associates, Inc. Future development
activities are expected to result in the removal of existing chaparral vegetation; however,
cumulative impacts to the general biological resources (plants and animals) in the
surrounding area are expected to be minimal. However, if any sensitive wildlife species
are observed on the property during future development activities, Mitigation Measure
BIO-1 requires CDFW and USFWS (as applicable) be contacted to discuss specific
mitigation measures which may be required to minimize impacts to the individual
species and would ensure the Proposed Project would not have a substantial adverse
effect on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive or special status species.

A Phase | Cultural Resources Investigation dated May 2021, was conducted for the
Project Site by Dr. Alan P. Garfinkel Gold. A total of 11 cultural resources sites had been
previously documented within the Project area itself and within a one-mile radius. No
cultural resources were identified during the pedestrian survey. Further, no buried
cultural materials or anthropic soils were identified in the subsurface probes. If cultural
resources are encountered during ground-disturbing activities or human remains are
uncovered Mitigation Measures CR-1, CR-2, and CR-3 will ensure less than significant
impacts occur.

Less than Significant with Mitigation

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual affects that, when considered
together, are considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts. The
cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment that results from
the incremental impact of the development when added to the impacts of other closely
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable or probable future developments.
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant,
developments taking place over a period. The CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130 (a) and
(b), states:

(a) Cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project’'s incremental effect is
cumulatively considerable.

(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail
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as is provided of the effects attributable to the project. The discussion should be
guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness.

Air Quality

Development of the Proposed Project will be conditioned to comply with current
SCAQMD rules and regulations to minimize impacts to air quality as discussed herein.
Approval of the project does not require a zone change nor a general plan amendment
and is consistent with the Countywide Policy Plan. Therefore, cumulative impacts are
anticipated to be less than significant.

Greenhouse Gas

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are cumulative in nature, in that, no one single
project can measurably contribute to climate change and its affects (global average
change in temperature, rising sea levels etc.). The direct or indirect GHG impacts are
therefore not evaluated on a local level, but whether or not the GHG emissions resulting
from the project are cumulative; that is, they add considerably to an increase in GHGs
as compared to the existing environmental setting based on: 1) an established
significance threshold(s); or 2) the extent to which the project complies with regulations
or requirements adopted to implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the
reduction or mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions.

The project’s total net operational GHG emissions do not exceed the County's screening
threshold of 3,000 MTCO2e per year. Therefore, the Proposed is consistent with the
GHG Reduction Plan. The Proposed Project’s incremental contribution to greenhouse
gas emissions and their effects on climate change would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated, and no
mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

The proposed Project would be required to comply with the California Building Code
requirements and the Uniform Fire Code requirements and all applicable statutes,
codes, ordinances, and standards of the San Bernardino County Fire Department. The
applicant has also prepared a Wildfire Mitigation Plan to provide protection from
potential wildfire events that are to be incorporated into the conditions of approval.
Compliance with these codes and standards would address potential impacts due to
geologic and fire hazards.

All potential impacts have been thoroughly evaluated and have been deemed to be
neither individually significant nor cumulatively considerable in terms of any adverse
effects upon the region, the local community or its inhabitants. At a minimum, the project
will be required to meet the conditions of approval for the project to be implemented. It
is anticipated that all such conditions of approval will further ensure that no potential for
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adverse impacts will be introduced by construction activities, initial or future land uses
authorized by the project approval.

The incorporation of design measures, County of San Bernardino policies, standards,
and guidelines and proposed mitigation measures as identified within this Initial Study
would ensure that the Proposed Project would have no significant adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly on an individual or cumulative basis.

Less Than Significant Impact

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with incorporation
of mitigation measures.
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XXIl: MITGATION MEASURES SUMMARIZED

Mitigation Measure BIO-1:

If any sensitive wildlife species are observed on the property during future development activities,
CDFW and USFWS (as applicable) should be contacted to discuss specific mitigation measures
which may be required to minimize impacts to the individual species. CDFW and USFWS are the
only agencies which can grant authorization for the "take" of any listed or special status species.

Mitigation Measure CR-1:

In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project activities, all work in the
immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a qualified archaeologist
meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. Work on the other
portions of the project outside of the buffered area may continue during this assessment period.
Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI)
shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any pre-contact and/or historic-era finds
and be provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial assessment of the nature
of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment.

Mitigation Measure CR-2:

If significant pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural resources, as defined by CEQA (as amended,
2015), are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist shall develop a
Monitoring and Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be provided to SMBMI for review and
comment, as detailed within TCR-1. The archaeologist shall monitor the remainder of the project
and implement the Plan accordingly.

Mitigation Measure CR-3:

If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any activities associated with the
project, work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of the find) shall cease and the
County Coroner shall be contacted pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 and that
code enforced for the duration of the project.

Mitigation Measure GEO-1

An engineering geological report and slope stability evaluation shall be submitted to the County
Engineering Geologist for review and approval prior to issuance of either grading or building
permits.

Mitigation Measure GEO-2

To determine the buildability of an individual parcel within the proposed subdivision, an

engineering geological investigation, with a slope stability evaluation, will need to be conducted
for the Project.
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Mitigation Measure GEO-3:

If any inadvertent or unanticipated finds during construction or maintenance activity appear to be
paleontological in nature, then a qualified paleontological Principal Investigator shall evaluate the
finds and prepare a Paleontological Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (PMMP). The PMMP shall be
prepared in accordance with all appropriate California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
County of San Bernardino guidelines. The PMMP shall then be adhered to for the remainder of
any land disturbing activities for the project.

Mitigation Measures TCR-1:

The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) shall be
contacted, as detailed in CR-1, of any pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural resources
discovered during project implementation, and be provided information regarding the nature of
the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment. Should the find
be deemed significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a cultural resources Monitoring
and Treatment Plan shall be created by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all
subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present
that represents SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor
on-site.

Mitigation Measure TCR-2:

Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project (isolate records,
site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the applicant and Lead
Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith,
consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project.
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